336                         NOTES ON PLATO.
EPISTLE XIII.    To DIONYSIUS.    01. 103. 3 or 4. Plat. Op. Serrani, Yol. 3. p. 360.
IN the order of time this is the second epistle in the collection. It is marked in the MSS. as spurious, and, I must own, it does little honour to Plato's memory; yet it is sure that Plutarch esteemed it genuine. He cites (in Vit. Dion.) a passage from it relating to Arete, the wife of Dion; and in his discourse Trept AixrcoTuas, he mentions the character of Helico tho Cyzicenian, which is to be found here. I know not what to determine ; unless we suppose some parts of it to be inserted afterwards by some idle sophist who was an enemy to Plato's character. It is observable, that Plutarch in the place last mentioned says, etra Trpooreypa^G rrj ETrtcr-roA?7 reAetmocny, Tpa<p(n) Se crot ravra Trepi avOptoTrov, <fec. whereas the words are here not far from the beginning. Possibly some fragments of the true epistJe might remain, whicli were patched together and supplied by some triflor.
Helico, the astronomer, is mentioned by Plutarch as in the court of Dionysius, when Plato was there for the last time; (and this letter was written four years before, soon after Plato's return from his first voyage to Syracuse) but we do not find elsewhere that he had been a disciple of Eudoxus and of Polyxenus.
NOTES OK THE GREEK TEXT.
P. 360. EtTre/) rjKei trapa ere A/r^irr?]?.] P]ato in his first voyage made a league of amity between Archytas